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FAPuvlESS'  institutes,  1927 

J,  M,  Stedma.n, 
Associate  Agriculturist,  Extension  Studies, 
Office  of  Cooperative  Extension  Work 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1927  farmers'  institutes  were  of- 
ficially conducted  as  a  state-v;ide  activity  in  11  States. 

/ 

In  contrast  to  the  general  trend  of  farmers'  institute  work  since  the 
successful  operation  of  the  cooperative  extension  service  in  every  State,  Wis- 
consin farmers'  institutes  continue  to  develop  and  increasingly  influence  agri- 
cultural progress  in  that  State.  The  last  legislature  increased  the  appropria- 
tion for  farmers'  institutes  $10,000.   This  is  a  50  per  cent  increase  and  hrings 
the  total  appropriation  to  4''30,000. 

The  farmers'  institute  in  Wisconsin  is  an  integral  part  of, .the  cooperative 
extension  service  of  the  agricultural  college  hut  is  financed  hy  a  special  Sts.te 
appropri action.   There  will  he  held  this  winter  some  35  three-day  cooperative 
farmers'  institutes  throughout  the  State  under  the  supervision  of  the  agricul- 
tural college. 

The  purpose  of  these  institutes  is  not  to  organize  marketing  units  hut 
primarily  to  educate  farmers  as  to  what  they  may  expect  of  their  cooperative 
associations  and  to  help  the  cooperatives  in  scgplylt^inform.ation  to  their  memher- 
ship.   Only  one  suhject  will  he  included  in  each  institiite,  the  entire  series 
dealing  according  to  locality  v/ith  cooperative  selling  of  American  cheese,  foreign 
cheese,  hutter,  poultry  and  eggs,  livestock,  tohacco,  and  fluid  milk. 

The  State  thus  recognizes  its  ohligation  to  supply/  this  educational  infor- 
mation to  its  farmers  and  the  three-day  intensive  marketing  institutes  have  demion- 
strated  that  they  are  peculiarly  effective  in  accomplishing  this  end. 

The  teaching  force  or  speg.kers  at  each  of  tliese  institutes  numher  from  five 
to  seven  and  in  each  case  include  specia^lists  from  the  agricultural  college, 
county  agents  an^  officers  of  cooperative  marketing  associations,  and  in  som.e 
places  officials  from  the  State  department  of  niarkets. 

Likewise,  Ohio  and  Indiana  fe.rmers'  institutes,  also  managed  and  operated 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  cooperative  extension  service  of  the  agricultural 
college,  reflect  their  success  in  aiding  iniral  people  and  the  farming  industry 
as  indicated  hy  the  fact  that  in  Indiana  the  State  appropriation  for  farmers' 
instit^^tes  was  supplemented  by  contrihutions  am.ounting  to  150  per  cent  of  the 
State  funds  and  in  Ohio  hy  an  amount  equal  to  the  State  appropriation.   In  each 
of  these  States  the  numher  of  farmers'  institxites,  the  nuriiher  of  sessions,  and 
the  numher  of  persons  in  cattendance  show  an  increase  from  the  previous  year. 

DISTRIBUTION:   Three  copies  of  this  circular  have  'been   sent  to  each  extension 
director  "and  one  copy  to  each  agricultural  college  and  experiment  station 
lihrary. 
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In  contrast  v;ith  the  three  States  ahove  mentioned,  farmers'  institutes 
in  the  four  follovdng  States  indicate  the  general  trend  of  this  v/ork  during  the 
last  10  years. 

In  Nebraska  farmers'  institute  meetings  are  iised  only  in  unorganized 
coujities  or  in  outlying  territory  of  organized  counties  where  the  extension  pro- 
gram has  not  heen  developed  or  carried  as  regular  extension  work.   Farmers'  in- 
stitiites  in  Kansas  have  largely  oeen  syperseded  by  project  meetings  and  exten- 
sion schools  held  as  a  part  of  each  specialist's  project.   In  Connecticut  special- 
ized meetings,  such  as  fruit  and  alfalfa  days,  have  taken  the  place  of  farmers' 
institutes,  and  in  Georgia  only  one-session  institutes  v/ere  held  this  year  "by  12 
groups  vrorking  simultaneously  for  one  vreek. 

Controlled  through  State  Departments 

In  the  two  States  where  farmers'  institutes  come  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  department  of  agriculture  or,  as  in  Illinois,  under  a  special  State 
department  of  farmers'  institutes,  275  institutes  were  held  this  year,  lasting 
545  days  with  1,415  sessions,  at  which  the  attendance  was  201,034  persons.   The 
instruction  was  given  "by  454  persons,  of  v^iom  3  were  members  of  the  extension 
force,  37  were  from  the  experiment  stations,  5  from  the  State  departments  of 
agriculture,  and  129  were  mostly  farmers  and  farm  women  engaged  for  the  purpose 
"because  of  noteworthy  accomplishments  on  their  ov^  farms.   The  reported  cost  of 
these  meetings  was  $82,032,53  derived  from  State  appropriations  for  institutes 
amounting  to  $68,032,53  and  si^l4,000  derived  from  other  sources,  mostly  local 
contributions. 

Controlled  through  Colleges  of  Agriculture 

The  nine  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  colleges  of  agriculture  held  a  total  of  1,985  institutes,  which 
lasted  2,880  days,  comprised  6,603  sessions,  and  were  attended  by  962,211  persons,. 
They  employed  308  instructors,  of  whom  104  were  members  of  the  extension  divisions, 
12  members  of  experiment  station  staffs,  8  from  Sta,te  departments  of  agriculture, 
and  194  were  from  outside  souxces,  mostly  farmers  and  fa.rm  Vi-Ojnen  selected  and 
hired  for  the  purpose  during  tne  institute  season.   Ttie  cost  of  these  institutes 
was  reported  as  $88,098.27,   Of  this  amount,  '#59,645,74  Vi^as  derived  from  State 
appropriations  and  $28,452,53  from  other  so^arces,  mostly  local  contributions. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  yes.r's  report  of  farmers'  institxites  con- 
ducted by  the  colleges  of  agriculture,  this  year  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  institutes  and  days  conducted,  and  an  increase  in  the  nutaber  of  sessions  held, 
^  but  a  loss  in  the  number  of  people  in  e^ttendance. 

All  States  Holdine:  farmers'  Institutes 


The  11  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  yea.r  held  an  aggregate 
of  2,260  institutes,  extending  over  a  period  of  3,425  days  3,nd  comprising  8,018 
sessions,  at  \i/hich  a  total  of  1,163,245  persons  were   in  attendance.   The  in- 
struction at  these  institutes  was  given  by  762  persons,  of  whom  107  v/ere  members 
of  extension  staffs,  49  were  from  experiment-station  staffs,  13  fro.m  State  de- 
partments of  agriculture,  and  513  from  outside  sources.   T>jose  from  outside 
sources  were  mostly  £Lctu.al  practicing  farmers  and  farm  women,  selected  and  hired 
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during  the  institute  season  "because  of  tlieir  success  a.nd  reputation  for  having 
actually  done  the  thing  on  their  ovvfn  farms  or  in  their  ovm  homes  under  normal 
conditions  as  well  as  for  their  aoility  to  tell  others  how  they  did  it.   Farmers 
have  confidence  in  and  appreciate  such  instruction  and  are  more  likely  to  put 
their  teachings  into  practice  hecause  less  skeptical  regarding  practicahility. 
The  cost  of  these  institutes  v;as  reported  as  ;s>170, 130,70,  of  which  $127,678.27 
was  from  State  appropriations  and  $42,452.53  from  local  contributions, 

Fa.rmers'  institute  work  differs  in  quality  as  well  as  varies  greatly  in 
quantity  in  the  several  States,  A  detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  farmers' 
instit-utes  conducted  and  the  extent  of  their  work  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Jione  30,  1927  will  "be  foiuid  in  the  accompanying  tables  in  which  States  are  grouped 
according  to  the  two  sources  of  management. 
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